
Statement on Diversity and Equity 
 
The New Zealand Mathematics and Statistics Postgraduate (NZMASP) conference intends to 
provide an open platform for all postgraduate students in mathematics and statistics to present 
their research and grow their collaborative networks; however, we recognize that these fields 
exhibit some of the lowest levels of diversity of gender, race and culture in academia. The 
organising committee for the 2022 NZMASP conference will seek to address these inequities 
based on the following guiding principles: 

• While an ideal goal would be for the level of attendance of women, people with 
marginalised gender identities, people with disabilities and people from racial or 
cultural minorities to be representational of the New Zealand population as a whole, we 
acknowledge that this is currently unrealistic due to the historic and ongoing inequity 
in our field. 

• Since we can’t control who comes to the conference, our mission is to make the 
conference welcoming to all attendees, particularly if they identify with or belong to 
under-represented groups. 

With this in mind, the NZMASP organising committee is addressing, and will address, these 
issues by: 

• Establishing a good process for handling all forms of discrimination and harassment – 
please refer to our code of conduct for details, 

• Regularly having discussions about cultural inclusion, 
• Incorporating Māori language into conference addresses, 
• Promoting the normalisation of women in STEM fields through the gender diversity of 

our invited speakers list, 
• Bringing disabled access to the forefront of our planning efforts, particularly with 

regards to the conference venue and accommodation provider, 
• Meeting the needs of attendees with disabilities that are not already catered for (such as 

the hearing impaired) on a flexible basis, 
• Offering a variety of accommodation options which take people's preferences into 

account. In particular, while the primary mode of accommodation provided by the 
conference is shared, this can be adjusted to cater for different group and individual 
requirements, 

• Offering support and flexible options for attendees travelling with children, 
• Catering to a variety of dietary requirements including Kosher, Halal, vegan, vegetarian 

and food allergies. 
 


